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On the very day when the Grand National Assembly of Turkey
unanimously resolved and declared that the new State was to be a repub-
lic, Atatiirk gave an interview to the French journalist Maurice Pernot.
The interview covered a number of issues concerning not only the Tur-
kish-French educational relations but also—in fact, more significantly—
Turkey’s full commitment to the West and the process of modernization .
During the course of the interview, Atatiirk explicitly emphasized that

The Turkish peaple are the friend of all the civilized nations... Countries vary,
but cwilization s one, and for ils own progress a people must fully take part
in this one civihization. The decline of the Otioman Empire began as soon as
it cut off its ties with the European nations. This was a faull, bul we will
not repeat it... We want to modernize our country. All our efforts are devoted
to the establishment in Turkey of a modern and, hence, western State. What
country is there that has wished to lake pari in civilization but has not turned
to the West?*

Indeed, following the victorious conclusion of the War of Independ-
ence out of which emerged the new Turkish State universally endorsed by
the Treaty of Lausanne and fully determined to take its respected and
distinguished place in that “one civilization,” Atatiirk unrelentingly em-
barked with the nation on an arduous process of modernization through
a series of radical reforms in all the segments of social life and institu-
tions. Of these reforms the Republic was, as he most strongly emphasized
in his most concise address to the nation on the tenth anniversary, “the
greatest, the most fundamental” of all the reforms achieved in the country

“in a short time” 3.

* Paper Submitted at The Second International Symposium on Atatiirk, Ankara,
o-11 September 1991.

! For the text in Turkish of the interview, see Atatirk’in Siylev ve Demeglers, ed. Nimet
Arsan, grd ed., 3 vols (Ankara: Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi Basimevi, 1981), I11, 66-70.

? Ibid, 1, 67-8.

? For a full text in Turkish of Atatiirk’s address on the tenth anniversary of the Re-
public, see ibid., I 274-6.
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In the modernization process it was with the reform and- seculariza-
tion of national education that Atatlirk was primarily concerned. Ever
since his school days he had always been convinced that outdated and ir-
rational educational policies and systems had been the main reason for
the backwardness of the country and the people. Therefore, in his address
on 28 December 1919 to a delegation of the Ankara people who had paid
him a courtesy visit, he pointed out that it was essential “to promote
within a short time the learning and education of the nation in accord-
ance with modern exigencies.”* A further example of the great import-
ance he gave to national education as the first step towards modernization
and full membership of the civilized world was the convening in Ankara
on 16-21 July 1921 of the first national educational conference. The con-
ference was held at a time when the nation was fighting a war of survival
for its independence against an enemy just outside on the plains of Anka-
ra. Under these most painful and excruciating circumstances, the confer-
ence carried out its work for the planning of national education and for
the definition of new educational strategies required for a radical sweeping
reform in education and indispensable for the attainment of the objectives
on the road to modernization. '

Our purpose in this paper, therefore, is not so much to give a de-
tailed account of Atatiirk’s educational reform as to underline what we
may call the universal values of his educational policy. Probably the term
“universal values” needs some clarification. In this context, we may recall
Aristotle; who in his Politics, explained that “education itself must be made
a national concern”® and that its ultimate aim must include “both virtue
and utility.”® Indeed, one may claim that throughout history the major
concern of education has been both to provide skills needed by the com-
munity for its prosperity and to train good citizens through the inculcation
in them of higher moral, human, and spiritual qualitics necessary for the
promotion of human dignity. Of these two major objectives the former
may be regarded as the natfional aim of education and the latter as the
unwersal aim. Therefore, the universal values which are to be embodied in

4 Ibid, 11, 13,

5 The Politics, trans. and introd. T.A, Sinclair (1962; rpt. Harmondsworth: Penguin,
1967), p. 300 [VIIL2].'

% For Aristotle’s discussion of the nature and aims of education, see ibid, pp. 300 If

[VIIL 2 f.].
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a national educational policy are the values which contribute to the pro-
motion of these principles and qualities which are indispensable for the
progress of humanity and the preservation of civilization.

In this respect, when we study Atatlirk’s educational policy and go

- through his speeches and statements he made on various occasions, we

definitely see that he always emphasized both national and universal va-
lues of his educational policy. He was first and foremost a nationalist,
a great spokesman and embodiment of national values. But he was also
fully committed and devoted to the universal values of humanity and its
civilization. For instance, in his famous address on 27 October 1922 to
a delegation of the Istanbul teachers who had come to Bursa to pay tri-
bute to him for the great victory, he stressed that the school was to teach
to young peaple not only the love of the country, independence and ho-
nour but also “respect for mankind.”” In the same address he further
pointed out that the objectives and ideals to be pursued and upheld in
Turkish education must relate to the needs of social life on the one hand
and to the exigencies of the contemporary civilized world®. For him,

We cannot just close our eyes and think that we can lead an isolated life. We
cannol withdraw our couniry inlo isolation by cutting off our lies with the
world. On the contrary, we shall live within the bounds of civilization as d
progressive and civilized nation. And this mode of Bfe can only altained
through science and learning. We shall take science and learning wherever we
Jind it, and we shall inculcate it in the mind of every member of the commun-
ity. There can be no resitriction and condilion for science and learning®.

Thus, it is obvious from this most explicit statement that Atatiirk re-
garded education as the most fundamental element of progress, interna-
tional peace and cooperation. For him, progress can only be achieved
through an educational policy based upon, and guided by, the secular
principles of modern science and rational thinking. Nourished and en-
riched by national culture and ideals on the one hand and by the univer-
sal values of human civilization and dignity on the other, education was
to contribute to the cultural, social, economic, scientific and moral deve-
lopment of the nation whereby it could play a constructive and creative

T See Alatirk’iin Soylev ve Demegleri, ed.cit., 11, 43.
8 See ibid,, 1}, 44.
% Ibid., 11, 44.
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part in the preservation and promotion of universal human values and
civilization. This point was recurrently maintained in all his major state-
ments on education and has always been one of the guiding principles of
modern Turkish education. Indeed, addressing the national conference of
the Teachers’ Union, held in Ankara on 25 July 1924, he stated that

Our national ethics must be fostered and strengthened through civilized princi-
ples and liberal ideas... Our general policy of education is based on these princi-
ples™®.

About a month later, in his Dumlupmar speech he again returned to this
fundamental principle when he declared that

Gentlemen, the aim of our people, indeed the ideal of our people, is to become
in the world a fully civilized community. It is an imperative of vital import-
ance to progress and fo be successful on the road o civilization... This is the
only way lo develop and progress in order to be successful in social life, econ-
omic life, science and technology''.

Again in his address on tha tenth anniversary of the Republic he reiter-
ated that “the torch the Turkish nation holds in its hand and mind on
the road of progress and civilization is positive science.” 12

In concluding we may once again assert that Atatiirk’s educational
policy was not confined to the national needs and values alone but also it
embodied the universal values of humanity and civilization, and the rela-
tionship between the two sets of values was always emphasized. For him,
it is through education that a world of peace, friendship, tolerance, inde-
pendence and freedom can be created, that scientific and technological
progress can be achieved and that the notions of the world can all consti-
tute a civilized whole. Yet, the precondition of all this is world peace,
which he most succinctly expressed as “Peace at Home, Peace in the
World.” And the Turkish Republic, which is his greatest work, has always
upheld this principle and his legacy of other principles including those of
his educational policy.

W T, 11, 173
W fhid, 11, 181,
2 Ibid, 11, 275.
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ATATURK'UN EGITIM POLITIKASININ EVRENSEL DEGERLERI

OZET

Atatlirk’iin egitim politikasi sadece ulusal ihtiyaglar ve degerlerle simir-
I kalmamug, insanligin ve uygarhi@m evrensel degerlerini de 6ziinde birles-
tirmigtir. Nitekim, cegitli soylev ve demeglerinde Atatiirk egitimin ulusal ve
evrensel degerlerini bir biitiin olarak ele almug, bilim ve teknolojinin gelig-
mesinde ve diinya banginin saglanmasinda egitimin onemini vurgulamig-
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